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Shri Chit t a Basu, M.P. had written to PM on 
30th September, 1988 regarding his discussions with 
leaders of the Chinese Communist Party during his visit 
to China in June, 1988. One of the items of discussion 
was the need for re-evaluating the role of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose and the Chinese apparently agreed that ; joint 
research on the subject could be undertaken by Indian and 
Chinese scholars. 







j 


2. In pursuance of this the All India Forward Bloc 
approached the Indian Council of Social Science Research 
to initiate a joint study on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
in collaboration with the Chinese Academy of Social 

‘Sciences. They were, however, informed by the ICSSR that 
there was no provision for taking up joint studies under 
their existing programme and that they would bear this 
request in mind in future . 

3. MEA* s assessment is that the Chinese may have 
responded to Chitta Basu* s proposal more because of his 
political standing than because they have anything 
substantial to contribute to a study of Subhash Chandra 
Bose. At the most they may provide Chitta Basu some 
material on Netaji which he could use. 

V. MEA feels that while there is no objection to the 

assistance, being sought from the Chinese for a study on 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, it is not necessary for the 
Government to intervene with the ICSSR to fund any such 
study. The ICSSR should be free to take^decision on merits. 

?• I agree with their recommendation. 




(Meera Shankar) 
2 . 2.1989 
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POLITICAL SECTION 


.X. 


Reference: Letter dt, 6-3-89 from Shri 

Chitta Besu f MP t New Delhi about 

(i) taking over of the house in 
Kabul where Netaji stayed enroute 
to Europe during 2nd World War and 

(ii) our proposal for Joint research 
work on the history of freedom 
movement (placed below). 


© 


* PM has desired that both these 

issues be examined quickly. 


..(4 


Sd/- R. Sen 
7.3.89 


Dir. (MS) 

/ 

With pps. pi. We have already 
examined Shri Chitta Basu's suggestion 
for joint research with China on Netaji. 
Have we received anything from M.E.A. 
on Netaji* s House in Kabul? 


Sd/- Meera Shankar 
7.3.39 


S.O. (Poll.) 
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POLITICAL SECTION 


We had received a letter dt. 30-9-88 on the subject 
from Shri Chitta Basu, MP (S1.N0.7/C) which was acknowledged 
by PM and forwarded to JS(PP), M.E.A. for necessary action 
vide our endorsement at S1.8/C. We have not received any 
reply front them. ^ f , a 
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PM had queried about the present status of Shri Chitta Basu’s 
letters to PM. 


* Jill 


The position is as follows: 

(1) Proposal for joint study on Netaji with the Chinese Academy of 

Social Sciences: 


Shri Chitta Basu, MP had written to PM on 30th September, 
1988 regarding his discussions with leaders of the Chinese Communist 
Party during his visit to China in June, 1988. One of the items of dicussion 
was the need for re-evaluating the roie, of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
and the Chinese apparently agreed that joint research on the subject 
could be undertaken by Indian and Chinese scholars. 



In pursuance of this the All India Forward Bloc approached the 
Indian Council of Social Science Research to initiate a joint study on 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in collaboration with the Chinese Academy 
of Social Sciences. They were, however, informed by the 1C5SR that there 
was no provision for taking up joint studies under their existing programme 
and they would bear this request in mind in future. 

MEA felt that the Chinese may have responded to Chitta Basu's 
proposal more because of his political standing than because they have 
anything substantial to contribute to a study of Subhash Chandra Bose. 
MEA felt that while there was no objection to the assistance being sought 
from the Chinese for a study on Netaji, it was not necessary for the 
Government to intervene with the 1CSSR to fund any such study. This 
was considered in our office and it was agreed, with the approval of 
Secretary to PM, that the JCS5R should be free to take a decision on 

merits on the All India Forward Bloc's request and that the Government 

need not intervene. 

(2) Proposal for acquisition of a house in which Netaji stayed: 

Shri Chitta Basu had also written to PM suggesting that 
the Indian Government should take over and maintain the House in Kabul 
in which Netaji Subhash Chandra had stayed in February, 1941. This 

request was considered in the Ministry of External Affairs and it was 
felt that it would not be worthwhile to acquire the House because: 

(i) Netaji did not stay permanently in this House. It was only 
a transit point. 

(ii) Even if the Indian Government bought and maintained it 

as a national monument, not many Indian nationals would 

visit Afghanistan in order to see the House. 

(iii) If we acquire Houses where our leaders have stayed in different 
parts of the world, there would be no end to it. 

2 /- 
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I agree with (VlEA's recommendations* 

i ~ "... 

£AM/M05(N) could be asked to send a suitable reply to Shri 
Chitta Basu* 

Submitted for PM *s information* 
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y^fijLMAsu^, 

£ »* ' hU iU (Meera Shankar) 

o*, At #lOU4i J JjLUotdtf k> Director 
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The Working President of the All India Freedom Fighers* 
Organisation, Sheel Bhadra Yajee j has written to PM 
saying that his organisation has decided to bring the 
remains of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose from the Rengkoji 
temple, Tokyo^ to India. 




MEA have been consulted. Opinion in India continues to 
be sharply divided on whether the ashes in the Rengkoji 
Temple in Tokyo are those of Netaji. GOI has, therefore, 
not taken any steps for their return though it pays an 
annual maintenance grant to the Temple. This position has 
been stated by EAM in Parliament. 


The Govt. of India had appointed an Engurity Committee 

in 1956 headed by Shah Nawaz Khan including S.C. Bose, 

, , Wt c*i 

Netaji’ s elder brother. The majority / was that Netaji met 

his death in an air crash on 18th August, 1945 and that the 

ashes in the Renkoji Temple were those of Netaji* 

Netaji’ s brother, S.C. Bose, however, dissented from this 

view. A one man Commission of Enquiry of Justice G.D. 

Khosla was appointed in 1970 and he too concluded that the 

casket lodged in the Renkoji Temple contained the ashes of 

Netaji . 


Netaji’ s brother, however, continued to oppose this 

view. In January 1982, he wrote to Prime Minister Indira 

Gandhi that "there is no convincing proof that the so called 

ashes are genuine and that of my brother Under the 

# 

circumstances it would be wrong to pass the so-called 

ashes as genuinely being that of Netaji." There is no 
indication that his attitude has since undergone any change. 



Sheel Bhadra Yajee, Working President of the All 
India Freedom Fighters* Organisation, has been seeking the 
return of the ashes to India and the building of a suitable 
memorial. The AIFFO had passed a resolution to this effect 
in September 1983. Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose, the nephew of 
Netaji had written to PM on 26th September 1985 stating that 
he has no objection to Government taking appropriate 
action to implement the resolution of the AIFFO. 


The Netaji Research Foundation, Jaipur,, however, 

PRL. SECY- TO 

No !<'••[ con-t ests "the authenticity of the ashes in Japan and opposes 

9 their transportation to India. The Foundation wants a fresh 

inquiry into Netaji’ s disappearance and has approached the 
Rajasthan High Court to direct the Government to do so. 



SECRET 


Given the absence of any consensus on this issue, it 


would be best to continue the present policy. Any action by 


GOI to bring back the ashes from the Rengkoji Temple would 
stir a political controversy. We should, however, ensure 
that the ashes are properly maintained and that the annual 
grant that we give to the Temple is adequate. EAM could be 
asked to send a suitable reply to Sheel Bhadra Yajee. 



(Meera Shankar) 


Director 

26 . 4.89 
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SECRET 


The Working President of the All India Freedom Fighers* 
Organisation, Sheel Bhadra Yajee^ has written to PM 
saying that his organisation has decided to bring the 
remains of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose from the Rengkoji 
temple, Tokyo to India. 

MEA have been consulted. Opinion in India continues to 
be sharply divided on whether the ashes in the Rengkoji 
Temple in Tokyo are those of Netaji. GOI has, therefore, 
not taken any steps for their return though it pays an 
annual maintenance grant to the Temple. This position has 
been stated by EAM in Parliament. 

The Govt. of India had appointed an Enqurity Committee 
in 1956 headed by Shah Nawaz Khan including S.C. Bose, 
Netaji's elder brother. The majority^ was that Netaji met 
his death in an air crash on 18th August, 1945 and that the 
ashes in the Renkoji Temple were those of Netaji. . 
Netaji's brother, S.C. Bose, however, dissented from this 
view. A one man Commission of Enquiry of Justice G.D. 
Khosla was appointed in 1970 and he too concluded that the 

casket lodged in the Renkoji Temple contained the ashes of 

* 

Netaji. 

Netaji’s brother, however, continued to oppose this 
view. In January 1982, he wrote to Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi that "there is no convincing proof that the so called 

ashes are genuine and that of my brother under the 

circumstances it would be wrong to pass off the so-called 
ashes as genuinely being that of Netaji." There is no 
indication that his attitude has since undergone any change. 

Sheel Bhadra Yajee, Working President of the All 
India Freedom Fighters* Organisation, has been seeking the 
return of the ashes to India and the building of a suitable 
memorial. The AIFFO had passed a resolution to this effect 
in September 1983. Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose, the nephew of 
Netaji had written to PM on 26th September 1985 stating that 
he has no objection to Government taking appropriate 
action to implement the resolution of the AIFFO. 

The Netaji Research Foundation, Jaipur, however, 
contests the authenticity of the ashes in Japan and opposes 
their transportation to India. The Foundation wants a fresh 
inquiry into Netaji's disappearance and has approached the 
Rajasthan High Court to direct the Government to do so. 


SECRET 
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Given the absence of any consensus on this issue, it 
would be best to continue the present policy. Any action by 
GOI to bring back the ashes from the Rengkoji Temple would 
stir a political controversy. We should, however, ensure 
that the ashes are properly maintained and that the annual 
grant that we give to the Temple is adequate. EAM could be 
asked to send a suitable reply to Sheel Bhadra Yajee. 


✓ 



(Meera Shankar) 


Director 

26 . 4.89 










Eta Basu 

member of parliament 

{'RAJYA SABHA ) 
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Phone No. 382260/381576 

28, Gurdwara Rakabguty Road, 
New Delhi-110001, 

Dated 30 September, 1983. 


Deal' Prime Mini ster, 


During the visit of our Party (All India Forward Bloc) * s Del egation 
to China in last June, we had several rounds of discussion with the lexers 
of the Chinese Communist Party, One of the items of discussion was the 
need for re-evaluating the role of Nctiji Subhas Chandra Bose, during the 
freedom movanent of our country, his thoughts on socialism in general and 
other a^ects of his activities in this country and abroad. It was agreed 
between our Party and t he Chinese Comp uni at Pji rty— tha t - j a i nt-ra na. arch - nf- 
this subject may be undertdeen by Indian and Chinese scholars, in near future. 





On return to the country, we approached the Indian Council of Social 
Science Research, to initiate a joint study on Netaji Subhas ChandraBose 
in collaboration with the Chinese Academy of Shcial Science. We are now 
told by the Indian Council of Social Science Research that it has already 
m:*le some specific commitments for holding two seminars and exchanging 
scholars for a period of 4-man months only. We are* further reported that, 
at the moment, there is no provision for tailing' up joint studies under the 
programme. We are, however, assured that this matter can be discussed with 
the Chinese Academy of Social Science when an appropriate opportunity arises. 



We feel you are deeply interested in further expanding the scope of 
cultural exchanges between the two countries. Joint study by Indian and 
Chinese scholars on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose may contribute for strengthening 
the cultural bonds between the two nations. 


I would, therefore, request you to kindly see that such efforts 
meet success as early as possible. 


With regards. 


Shri Rijiv Gandhi, 
Prime Minister, 
Indi a. 
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I am enclosing a copy of a letter which FM has 
received from Shri Chitta Basu. We would be grateful 
for your comments. 


ILa- 

(Meera Shankar) 
Director 


Joint SecretanKEA), MEA 
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PHI Me MINISfcK *S OfrrICB 


Subject s Suggestion made by Shxi Chitta 
Basu, M.P.(ftajya Sabha) to the 
Prime Minister regarding setting 
up of a joint study group by 
Indian and Chinese scholars on 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 

• It 


Reference is invited to this Office 
U.O, of even number dated 16th November, Os, 
1988 on the subject noted above. 

He shall oe grateful if comments in 
the matter could kindly be expedited. 


( Meera Shankar ) 
Director 

u 

JS(tA), 

Ministry of external Affairs 

PM *S Office U.O. No ,6^5 /^5 /c/ 3 0 / 8 3- 1 ■* o 1 

Dated * 10th January, 19B9* 

IT 












Ku 


secret/iost immediate 

^ 1> 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS \ 
NEW DELHI 


r< 

Reference is invited to Prime Minister's ^Office 
U.O.Note No.885/25/C/30/88~Pol dated 16th November 1988 
regarding letter from Shri Chitta Basil, M.P., to P.M. 
relating to the proposal for a joint study on Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose in collaboration with the Chinese Academy of 
Social Science. 



2. We have consulted our Embassy in Beijing who 

feel while the Chinese may have responded to Shri Chitta 
Basu's proposal more in response to his political standing 
rather than as a token of their objective assessment of 
any real contributionvhich they can make to a re-evaluation 
of the role of Netaji, the persistence on the part of Shri 
Chitta Basu is not unlikely to result in one or two Chinese 
scholars or organisations providing him with some material 
on Netaji which he could use. The Chinese are certainly 
going to be conscious of the domestic political ramifications 
for them of such an association with Netaji and would 
presumably limit the extent, nature and scope of their 
collaboration on the subject. 


■'P'vjyin 

31 / » 13 ^ 
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3. In view of the above, it is our view that we 

need not have any specific objection to the assistance being 
sought from the Chinese for any ongoing study on Netaji 

Subhas Chandra Bose. However, I do not think it is necessary 
or advisable for the ICSSR to initiate at our insistance 

any new study in collaboration with the Chinese Academy 
of Social Science. ICSSR* s response that they would discuss 
this matter with the Chinese Academy of Social Science when 
an appropriate opportunity arises is, to my mind, an adequate 
response. In case the ICSSR finds it possible to initiate 
studies, in the future, we would have no objection to their 
making some extra provision for this purpose in their 

programme. 



i u l\ 


1 <L, 

( V.K. “NSmbiar 


int Secretary (EA) 



PRIME MINISTER’S OFFICE - SMT. MEERA SHANKAR, DIR. 

Ministry of E.A. U.O. No.C/122/18/86-CH dt. 23. 1.89 
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PHONE: 31 3034V lain. *4 


The Calcutta University National Integration Council 

CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY, ASHUTOSH BUILDING :: CALCUTTA-73 


Ur BhtjjMuKiimdd Roy Choudhuiy 

Vico-Cttaocerllor 

Cakuua University 


CQ'QrdtnatQf : 

Pi of. SAN Tl MAY RAY M.A. 

Foriutii Huud al thg Q^arlmant of 
r Hisiojy, Ciiy Collage, C.U. 

Mombor of Uiu U ationoL littuyrdiiou 
Council, ( Comm/ltae on Ecfucdtrort 
jnd Culture ] 


Htnidenaf Add russ : 

52, Garfa Main Road. Cal -7 5 
Phono : 72-6792 


a t ( /Vo. 
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Bear £z4>atar. 
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4a we are enterin' 37th year of our Hepublic, 
the struggle for democracy, secularism and socialism has 
entered iuto a significant phase of our national develop- 
ment. The gap between technological revolution and the 
/"%, level of human perception based on love and affection is 
\J becoming more scarce and unbridgable day by day. It 

requires a new moral revolution - based on values of the 
earlier freedom struggles of our country and outside, 
which may bring continuity and change - true to the 
common heritage of humankind. It would be our constant 
endeavour to initiate a meaningful campaign on the 
occasion of No tail Birth l>ay to N ation al Mar tyrs Day 
(23rd January to 30th) to. generate the process of 
National development in response to thocall for a new 
renaissance. We invito you to join in this modest 

endeavour to rlvo us strength and courage to defy, dis- 
tortion, cynicism and ,1a eh of common concern. 

UnJ£ A*^vw6 yours sincerely, 

*' J—^7 ( 

fa.il. Hay) 





(i. Ban or jea) 
Chairman. 

(Programme overleaf) 




Co-ordinator 
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23 rd January, 1983 


24th January# 198^ 


25th January/ 


26 th J a nu a ry , 1 93(^ : 


Seminar dedicated to Natali Birth Day : 
on the relevance of ideals of Netaji 
Su th is and challenge before the nation 
at Motijheel college,/ Dum Eum 2 p. M. 

(Date may be shifted according to local 
situ ation) . 

Speaker i Prof. Santimay Ray* 

President i Principal a K. MA3tafi* 

Calcutta University foundation day 
2-30 flag Hoisting* 

Vice Chancellor Dr* B. N« Roychowdhury 
to hoist the C*U. flag* 

Quiz comptti tion on Netaji Sufchas.at 
Sal Vi a Hindu High School. 

Speaker : Dr* Jtmitnva Chakraborty 
Prof, santimay Ray 

President ; Sri Bamapada DU3 (Headmaster) 

Rt pu blic .Day (37th Anni vc rs a ry ) 

9_30 A. M. flag hoisting by " 

Dr* Bhaskarananda Roy Chowdhury - 
Vice-Chancellor/ c*u. 


-fOyO.U.C: 


R ecepti on to Freedom ■Fighters 


~j .j 1 a ■ . 

1) Sri Bi jay Bandopadhyay (Served 12 years in Andaman). 

2) Sri Bhutnath Bhattachnrya (Served 10 years in Tail and 

Detention) . 1 " 1 

\ 

3) Sri Sachin Sen (Served 0 years in Jail and detention). 

■ i - i «• *■ . _► 

4) expected one peasant lady - sufferer from Tamluk 

(42 resistance movement) - -a compatriot of' Martyr f 1 

■ , , Matangini Hazra of Tamluk Fame* 


27th-2Sth January, 198^ : 


29th January, 198^ 


in memory the Birth Day centenary of 
.sohid Prafulla Chaki, 2 days Youth 
Festival - organised by group of young 
writers centering round Kushmar Fera 
a Diamond Harbour (Rural area). 

seminar on Netaji Subhas and challenge 
before the nation .at Uluberla 
College 2 P* M 

Spent cr : Prof* Santimay Ray and 
£«_w others. 

President : Principal, Uluberla 
College, Convener, 
ESharatiya Lpka Sanskrit' 

S a nsad, Howrah District 
Committee. 


30th January, 1980 
(ll a* m* to ■ 

12-30 A. M. ) 


National Martyr's Day at Vi dy. as. agar 
Square 11 A* M. Dr* B. W. Roychowdhury 
to inaugurate. Oath taking ceremony, 
Songs of struggle yf the oppressed 
by Bharatiya Loka Sanskrit! sans ad. 
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PRIME MINISTER *S OFFICE 


?r 


Subject 


Netaji Birth Ddy to National 
Martyrs uay-Campaign for national 
development. 


•4 V 


We forward he re wi tty for appropriate 
action copy of a letter dated 20th December, 
1988 from Shri S.M. Ray, Co-ordinator, The 
Calcutta University National Integration 
Council on the subject noted above. 

The communication has not been 
acknowledged. 



/ 




' IK/ 

( H. C. Bakshi ) 
Officer on Special Duty 

t/ 

Ministry of Home Affairs 
( Pr. S.K. pa^chaurl - Joint Secretary ) 
PPs Office U.O, No, 800/6/C/ 1/89-Pol. 

Dated ; 4th January, 1989. 


1 


\ssuf.d 


m!"| 



■N Chitte Basu 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
(RAJYA SABHA) 


/ 



Phone Nog. 3i82260 
3782576 


<b 









2B, Gurdwar a ttakabgaflj Hoad, 
New Delhi-1. 


Dt. 6. 3*89. 


Dear Shri Sen, 


Kindly refer to ny discussion with yon over phone 
on 3rd March, 89 in connection with ay discussion with the 
Prine Minister regarding ( a) the takeover of the house in 
Kabul, Afghanistan, where Netaji stayed enroute to Europe 
during the 2nd World «ar and (b) our proposal for Joint 
research mrk on the history of freedoa movement. 1 on 
sending herewith copies of letters addressed to the Priae 
Minister in this connection, for your follow up action. 


With best regards, 


end : as above. 


Shri U. Sen, 
feint Secretary, 
'P.M. Secretariat, 
New Delhi, 







fH 


V*» 


a 




& 


\S 






8^ J&}& ^ 3 1 



w 

7ft 


(JwRa lalftuii. Cw. ■fa’ 

n , ,A < 

iA/^J^WuAjS 


fsJtoA, ^ 



As you know, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose reached Kabul on January 27 in 
1941, after his great escape froa Calcutta on January 16, 1941. He stayed in 
the House that belongs to Iff ion Chand, an old revolutionary at Mo hall a iitindu 
Guzar, Shor Bazar, Kabul, from February 9, 1041 to February 11, 1941 and again 
from February I5 t 1941 to 17 March, 1941. Shagal lion Talwar, an old revolutionary 
who had helped Netoji in Jiis escape from Peshawar to Kabul, had also stayed with 
Netaji in that liousc at Kabul. There was a reference of thi s House and the room 
in which Nctaji had stayed, in the Book, "The Tulwars of Pathan Land and 
Subhas Chandra* s Great K scape, " 

I quote the relevant portion : 

11 The residence of Uttam Chand w as in t he upper storey of a two-storeyed 
building in Mo hall a Hindu Guzar. The floor was occupied by one Uoshonlal, 
a Hindu from Peshawar, The house consisted of three rooms in addition to 
the kitchen ml the bath room. The two of us (Netoji and B hag at Han Talwarj 
were 1 given a separate room furnisheii after the Central -Asian f asMon. I lie 
floor was covered with durries iud carpets. There was a sandli (a sort of 
snail wooden table under which there is an angithi which keeps the huge 
quilt s in the room warm/ in the piddle of the room and three thick and low 
mattresses with cushions around the saadli which were used for sitting and 
also as beds at night. Net 431 and i used two of these mattresses while the 
third would be taken by others coming^ into the room. 11 

(page 101) 

I am told that the said house is not being maintained properly and idling 
it miy be dilapidated soon. For every Indian patriot, the house is a sacred 
place. I strongly feel that the Government of India should take necessary action, 
to take over the house and maintain it properly as a monument of historical and 
national significance. 

I took up the matter with Shri It. Nat war Singh, Minister of State, External 
Affair s, who was kind enough to send me a letter of acknowledigement No, VIP-91O/M0 s(M) 
88 dated 30th June, 1988. Since then, I have not received any information from the 
Ministry of External Affairs. 

I shall be glad if you kindly take interest in the matter and take appropriate 

action . 


With regards, 


lours sincerely, 


Shri Uajiv Gandhi, 
Prime Minister, 
India. 


(Chitta Basu) 


VIP - 9 1 Q/jUU b( N )/88 



MINISTiB OF STitCii 
Puit BXTiSiNAL AFh'ALdS 
INDIA 

June 30, 1988. 

dear ohri Chi tt a Basuji, 

I have received your letter of 14th May, 1988 
and noted the proposal for acquiring the bouse in Kabul where 
Netaji subhash Ghandr a ho se had stayed for a few weeks in February/ 
March, 1941. 

With ^pod wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 

&i/- ( 

( K . N at war Si ugh) 

Siiri Chi rt a Basil, MP 

28, GuruJwiffa Itakabgmij Jio oi 

New Delhi . 

// «py // 


Chi tt a Basil 
Member of farlianent 
(d-ujya Babha) 


Pbone No. 3822tid 
3845713 

28, (iurdwara itakabgunj lloal, 
New Dclhi-lljjdl. 

Bated 30 Beptember 1388. 


Bear Prime Minister, 

During the visit of our Party (All India forward Blocks Delegation 
to China in i fist June, we had several rounds of discussions with the leaders 
of the Chinese Communist Party. Line of the items of discussion was the need 
for re -evaluating the role of Netaji Bubiias Chandr a Bo se, during the freedom 
movement of our country, his thoughts on socialisu in general and other 
aspects of his activities in this country and abroad. It was agreed between 
our forty and the Chinese Communist Party that joint research of this subject 
may be under taken by Indian and Chinese scholars, in near future. 

On return to the country, we approached the Indian Council of Social 
Science Me search, to initiate a joint study on Netcji Subhas Chandra Bose 
in collaboration with the Chinese Acalemy of Social Science. he ;*re now told 
by the Indian Council ol' Social Science ite search that it uus already mail e 
some specific commitments for holding two seminars and exchanging scholars for 
a period of 4 man months only, he are farther reported tuut, at the moment, 
tnerc i s no provision for taking up joint studies under tne programme, he 
are, however, assured that this matter can be discussed with the Chinese 
Academy of Social Science when an appropriate opportunity arises. 

iie feel you ore deeply interested in further expanding the scope of 
cultural exchanges between the two countries. Joint study by Indian and 
Chinese scholars on Netty i Subuas Chandra Bose may contribute for strengthenin 
the cultural bonds between the two nations. 

I would, therefore, request you to kindly see that such efforts meet 
success as early as possible. 

With regards, 


s sincerely, 
Chi it a Basu) 

Btmi hajiv bund hi 

Prime Minister, India. // // 

//copy // 


four 

3d/. 


MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
( RAJYA SABHA ) 


w-iitta Bam 



38* rud 


Ne* 0aliii-.ua j,>i. 

Uot-d 14. 6.108a 


•'bon* No. 082260 
384616 


l«araRi*j*tfmJ ttorf* 


Door Shri Si u{£* 

Am you know, NeteJi Subhaa Ch»itira ttoaa touched Kabul oa J enu ary 21 Id 
1941* altar Lis ftldt escape from Calcutta on J estuary 16, 1041. d« stayed la 
tba house tLrtt beleugs to Uttan Chtfid* m old r evo l utrou ery at Modal la Uaoda 
Gaa«r, Sbnr Boa Nr, Kabul* free F«brui*y 9* &41 to Februar y 11, U41 and again 
from February 16, 1041 to 17 March, UU. iih^at U«o Talwar, m aid 
revolutionary oho bad belied Nc>taj 1 In bis estate from Poahawar to Kabul, 
had aim stayed with N«t«Ji in that bouao at Babul. There was a reference 
of thia Bailee and the rewi in which Meiaji h«l stayed* la tba hook* 'The 
Tulwars af Fethaa Lint and Subu&s Chandra 1 a Great Kecst-e". 

Z quote the relevant portion i 

* the roaideuue ef Uttan Cham *.« in toe upper merey of a two-storeyed 
building in MoUolia Hindu Guaar. The floor woo occupied by ono ftoahanlal* 
a Hindu frora Peshawar. Tba bouse eonaiotod of three reone in addition to 
the kit chea and the bathroom. The two of us (Ketaji epd Btiagat U«n Talwur) 
wore given a (operate roon fitrnlebod after the Central -Asian faabion. Tba 
floor woe covered with dairies aid carpet a. There was a on.-tlU (a sort 
ef email wooden table uaJer which there ie a» sigithi which keeps the huge 
quilts in the non wan) in tbe middle of the room aid throe thick aid law 
aattrasaoo with cushions around the audit which wore uood far sitting 
and also as boda at eight. Nataji end i used two of these mattresses while 
tiie third would be taken by others omin tt ’ into the roan.* 


(page Ulj 


1 m told that tii# eiuh nousc u aot using uaint alnod properly and during 
it nay be dilapidated men. For every Indian patriot* the iloueo io a won o acred 
place. I strongly feel that tbe Geveruaent of India should toko aaeaa oary 
action, to take over tbe bourn aid uoiut&Jui it properly aa a moaaiat of 
historical and national sitfufi cmce. 

I oand herewith 6 photographs of the said bouse* which have boon presented 
to aw by #i Indian journal 1st who reo# tly visited the place. 

Kith regards, 


Tbturs aiacoroiy. 


oncii as abov w 


(Ckitta >aou> 


Shri .id* or Singh, 

Minister tor Lalernal Ait sir a, 
Gov err* seat ef India, New Delhi. 


INUI4J ColMCIL Of SOCIAL SCI LNCL ULSKAliCll 


I C 3 3 H 


fast Box No, 712 
35 Feroze Shah Uoad 
Nov Delhi - 110 JOl, 


Professor Iqbal N drain, 
U ember decretory 


Hef.No* i-2/aa/ic 


01 September 1080 


Door Professor Dose, 

1 bare received a letter from Ur. Chitta ilasu dated 12th August 
indicating our previous disoussioa on the possibilities of initiating a joint 
study on Notcgi Subha e Chandra base in collaboration vith tbs Chinese Academy 
of Social Sciences ( CASS). 

I hod a closer look at the frasevork of the ICSStt-CASS bilateral 
programme for the next two years to be implemented under the Indis-China Cul tarsi 
Agreement sad foind that we bare already made same specific commitments for 
holding two seminars end exchanging scholars for a period of 4-man months only. 

At tha moment there la no provision for taking up joint studies wider the 
programme. However, this matter can bo discussed with the CASS in a more formal 
way when oi appropriate opportunity arises, in the meantime, given our mutual 
interest in tbo subject, X would like to put it up to the Council lor our members to 
react to it al eo. 1 nave a feeling that, if not possible within tbt ICSSU-CASS 
progr jams, we may try to find out some other ipproprlate bodies to take up the 
proposal with an appropriate Chinese counterpart. Yhql other point that 1 would like 
to clarify ic that the 1CSSU which is primarily engaged in promoting social science 
research eon officially interact only with so academic institute and not s political 
party. Given this limitations 1 urn not clear as to bow we should proceed further 

in the matter but I would gppiwciatc your advice in this regard. 


With kind regards and best wishes, 


fours sincerely, 
=4/- (Iqbal N train) 



// copy // 
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A4.L INDIA FORWARD BLOC\v\ 


382260 

384576 


28, Gurdwara Rakabganj Road, 
NEW OELHt-1 10001 


Ref. No 


Dated. 


12 . 8. 1888 


Dei r Professor Narnia, 

You sill kindly remember that a few days bade, Fret. N Irani 
Bom, a member of the Secretariat of the Control Coonittee of tUo 
All India Forward Bloc and a Minister in tbe btate Government of 
Mat Bengal net you and discussed with you about tbe possibility 
of collaboration between tbe Indian Council of Social Science 
UcMarob end tbe Cbinwee Aeodaey of Social Sciences for stndies 
on Netk|i Sobhas Choutira Boss* 

1 would like to infona you onco again that during the 
roeent visit of ths .ill India Forward Bloc Delegation to Chinn 
(l8tb June - 1st July, 1888), when we bad discussion* with tbe 
top leaders of tbe Communist Party of Chintz ineluding tbe 
functionaries of tbe International Liaison Department of tbad 
Party, cm our suggestion, it waa decided that attempts would be 
sole by both the Chines* Academy of BoeiaL Sciences and tbe 
International Liaison bo par toon t of tbe C*F.C. to neks studies on 
tbs life aid activities of hobbas Chandra Bos* and bis role in 
the struggle for freed on of India and in tbe greater struggle for 
' elininatioa of colonialism from tbe world with portiaul 9 
reference to China. It waa further decided that attempts would 
be node to involve appropriate research organisations in India 
with that* this woifi. It sue expected that as a result of such 


Phones ■ 382260 
pnones . 334570 


A4_ L INDIA FORWARD BLOC 


28, Gurdwara Rakabganj Road, 
NEW DELHI-110001 




Ref. No-. 


Dated. 


- 2 - 


studies* made jointly by tbo scholars of China end India* 
aosto new facta on Notoji Subha a Chwidra Hose, Iroodom struggle 
af India* struggle for an end of colonial in and India-China 
relation a night eone up* 

I m grateful to you that you assured Prof* Bose* when 
he disoussed this matter with you* that on behalf of your 
Council you would tdie initiative in this matter* end it would 
bo possible for you to do this work in collaboration with the 
Chinese Aoodmy of Social Sciences. 

1 shall be* therefore* obliged if you kindly toko 
necessary stops in this direction* 

$lth kind regard a* 

lours sincerely* 
(Cbitta Basu) 

M.P. 

Central Secretary 

Prof. hr. Iqbal Nar*n, 

Member Secretory, 

Indian Council of Social Science its search, 

35, Faros* Shah Bond, 

New Delhi - 1111 Ml* 



PRIME MINISTER’S OFF1I 



3AUiUduL$[ 


^ fe^ft-1 10011 

NEW DELHI- 110011 


© 


Please refer to my U® No.LS/22146-Pol/88 dated 12.12.S8 
enclosing a copy of a letter which PM had received from Shri 
Chitta Basu, MP and the acknowledgement which PM had 
sent to him. (copies enclosed for ready reference). PM had 
desired that ME A may examine this quickly and send us their 
views regarding the suggestions by Shri Chitta Basu that 
the house at Mohalla Hundu Guzar, Shor Bazar, Kabul at which 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose stayed in February 1941, should 
be taken-over and maintained by the Govt, of India as an 
monument of national and historical significance. 


(Meera Shankar) 
Director 




3S(AP), MEA 

f U -o- Nh- 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
(AP Division? 



Reference PR. 

2. ftte suggestion that Government of India should 
take over and maintain the house in Kabul in which 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose had stayed in February 
1941 has been considered in the Ministry from time 
to time, m this connection I would like to draw your 
attention to the remarks of the then OSD, PMO on a 
noting by the then Foreign secretary on 10.5.1996 on 
the same subject (copy enclosed). I also enclose 
herewith a copy of a letter from MOS(N) to 
Shri Jagannath Fatnaik written on the same subject, 
ihis Ministry has been of the view that if we were 
to acquire houses where our leaders of the past had 
stayed in different parts of the world, there would be 
no end to it. Oils continues to bo our view on this 
matter. 










DIRECTOR. 

tsmt. Meera Shankar ) 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
{FOREIGN SECRETARY'S OFFICE) 



OM 


frO 


{/ 


Subject: House where Subhas Chandra Bose lived in Kabul 

in 1941 - 


$*]i 


Reference letter No.KAB/50 1/1/86 dated April 21, 1986 from 
our Ambassador in Kabul on the above subject. 

2. While the proposal made by Shri Kaiimuddin Shams in his 

letter dated 20th January 1986 to PM, to acquire the premises, is 
emotionally appealing, it has to be looked at from a practical point 
of view as well. It is not as if the house in Kabul is one where Subhas 
Chandra Bose stayed for any length of time. It was merely a transit 
point. Moreover it is reported to be in very bad shape and I am 
extremely doubtful of the value of purchasing and maintaining the 
building as a monument particularly since few Indian visitors would be 
going there, specially to pay homage to his memory. 


ft 


3. If we were to acquire houses where our leaders of the past 

have stayed in different parts of the world, there would be no end to 
it. Far better that we may maintain their homes in India with a greater 
possibility of building .a consciousness in our youth about the contributions 
of these leaders in^palt. 



,cM 

v© 

i 1 / 





{A.P. Venkateswaran) 
Foreign Secretary 
10.5.86 
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DRAFT 

I am writing with reference to the Special Mention 
made by you in the Lok Sabha on the 3rd September 1988 
regarding the house in Kabul where Netaji Subhash Chandra 

Bose had spent some time in 1941. 

2. While we fully appreciate the sentiments behind 

your suggestion, we do not think it will be worthwhile to acquire 
the house in honour of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. It was 

not a house in which he stayed permanently: it was only a 
transit point; and it is doubtful whether many of our nationals 

will visit Afghanistan in order to see the house, even if we 
buy and maintain it as a national monument. Further, if we 
were to acquire houses where our leaders of the past had 

stayed in different parts of the world, there would be no end 
to it and, being outside India, they would not really inspire 

the younger generation. It is best that our national monuments 

are generally in India itself so that they serve as examples 
to our people. 

With kind regards, 


( K. Natwar Singh ) 


Shri Jagannath Patnaik, 
Member of Parliament, 

C/o Lok Sabha Secretariat, 
New Delhi. 
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PRIME MINISTER’S OFFICE 
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NEW DELHI-HOOU 


Please refer to my UO No.LS/22146-Pol/88 dated 12. 12.88 
enclosing a copy of a letter which PM had received from Shri 
Chitta Basu, MP and the acknowledgement which PM had 
sent to him. (copies enclosed for ready reference). PM had 
desired that MEA may examine this quickly and send us their 
views regarding the suggestions by Shri Chitta Basu that 
the house at Mohalla Hundu Guzar, Shor Bazar, Kabul at which 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose stayed in February 1941, should 
be taken-over and maintained by the Govt, of India as a* 
monument of national and historical significance. 


(Meera Shankar) 
Director 
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Chit > Basil 

MEMBER Or PARLIAMENT 
( RAfS^ SABHA ) 


► 


Deal' Prime Minister, 




Phone No. 3822U0 


33457 G 

23 , G ur U war a !l di abg m * 1 j Ro ad , 
New Dcllu-1. 

30 September 1988. 


As you know, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose reached Kabul cm J anuai'y 27 in 
1041, after his great escape from Calcutta on January IG, 1941. He stayed in 
the House that belongs to Uttam Chand, an old revolutionary at Mokallallundu 
Guzar, Shor Bazai’, Kabul, from February 0, 1941 to February 11, 1941 and again 
from February 15, 1941 to 17 March, 1941. Blmgat Kan Talwar, an old 

revolutionary who hod helped Netaji in his escape fruz Peshawar to Kabul, 

had also stayed with Netaji in that house ut Kabul. There was n reference 
of this House and the room in which Netaji had stayed, in the book, "The 

T al war s of Path on Land and Subliqs Chandra's Great Escape. ** 

I quote the relevant portion : 


" The residence of Gtttri Clioad was in the upper storey of a two-storeyed 
building in Mo hall a Hindu Guzar. The floor was occupied by one lloslianlaL, 
a Hindu from Peshawar. The house consisted of tiuee rooms in addition to 
the kitchen and the bath room. The two of us (Netaji and Bliagat Ran Talwar) 
were given a separate room furnished after the Central-Asi an fashion. The 
floor was covered withdurries and carpets. There was a aandli (a sort of 
small wooden table under wliich there is up angitlii wliich keeps the huge 
quilts in the room warm) in the middle of the room and tlircc thick and low 
mattresses with cusliion s around the sqndli which were used for sitting 
and also as beds at night. Netaji and I used two of these mnLtr esses while 
the third would be trften by others coming into the roan." 

(page 101 ) 


^ 1 an told that the said house is not bcinn maintained properly nnj 

it m$- be dilapidated soon. For every Indian patriot, the Ho use is a aacr sd 
pi pee. 1 strongly feel that tuc uovernment o f Indi a should take necessary acti on, 

I to take over the house jnd maint ain it properly as a monunent of historical 
| oral national significance. 

I took up the matter with Shri K. Nat war Singh, Minister of State, External 
Affairs, who was kind enough to send me a letter of acknowledgem ent No.VIp-9 10/M03(N)/ 
88 dt. 30 June, 1988. Since then, I have not received any in formation from the 
Ministry of External Affairs. 


P 


I shall be glad if you kindly take interest in tbc matter and take appropriate 
action. / 

With regard a, 

Youth sincerely, 




Shri Roii T Gandhi, 

Prime Minister, / 

' .India. 
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Prime Ministkk 

New Delhi 
December 2 , m8 

Dear Shri Basu, 

1 have your letter of 30th September. The 
Ministry ot External Affairs are being asked to look 
into this. 




Shri Chitta Basu, MP 

28, Gurdwara Rakabgunj Road 

New Delhi- 1 1 0001 
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Com. Shiv Verma, U.P. 
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Ch. Ranbir Singh. Ex M.P.* Haryana 
Martmath Nath Gupta* New Delhi 
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Mehar Chand Ahuja, Ex M*l*C*, Haryana 

Jaganand. Gujarat 
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VX* Sunder Rao* Andhra Pradesh 
Capt» S.S* Ymdmv, INA, Haryana 
Rsjendrapa! Singh Warrior, U.P* 
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Dated „ . 4 . . -April— 1989 


To 

The Prime Minister 
India 
New Delhi 
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Subject* Bringing of the remains of 

Netaji Subaschandra Bose from 
Rengkoji Temple, Tokyo, Japan 
to India, 

All India Freedom Fighters* Organisation 
beleive that the remains of Netaji Subaschandra « 
Bose has been lying at Rengkoji Temple, Tokyo, 
Japan for the last 43 years, V 

Whatever controversy vas/is over it, 
this organisation has deceided to bring it to 
India during this year. We feel that it is not 
proper to keep it at foreign soil. 

In the light of latest development in 
favour of peace and nuclear non-aggression 
superpower agreement and improved Indo-Japanese 
friendly relation, we request the Government of 
India to approve and strengthen our effort to 
bring back the sacred ashes of Netaji Subaschandra 
Bose which will be kept at the Freedom Fighters' 
Cultural Centre at Delhi or any Centre/place 
including Calcutta, Manipur etc, 

c 1 




Working President 
ALL INDIA FREEDOM FIGHTERS' 
ORGANISATION 
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EAST ASTA DIVISION 


received from PM* s office for our 


In this connection, a self-contained note is placed 
elow entilted "Return of the ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose." Since the writing of "that note, there have been 
references to Secy (E&ER) as well as to EAM in July, August 
and November 1988. Secy [E&ER] had in his letter dated 
Sept. 27 indicated that we (Govt. of India) would be 
reluctant to do anything which might only add to the 
controversy about Netaji's remains. It would be best for a 
national consensus to emerge before the Govt, takes a formal 
dacision in the matter. Secretary also stated that we 

would, of course, be happy to receive from time to time, 
information on developments in this regard. 

In response to letters addressed to him, EAM in 
December 1988 wrote to Shri L. Joychandra Singh, reiterating 
tjie same position. 

It is our view that a consensus has not yet emerged for 
t&e transfer to India of the remains of Netaji. 





m 


sd/- 

(V.K. Nambiar) 
Joint Secretary (EA) 
20.4.89 


rector (PMQ), Smt. Meera Shankar 


The matter has been considered and it has been decided, 
with the approval of Prl. Secy, to PM, that EAM could send a 
suitable reply to Sheel Bhadra Yajee, stating Govt.’s 
policy. 


\!A'A 


sd/- 

(Meera Shankar) 
Director (PMO) 
1.5.89 
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Dated... 4 April -1 889 


To 

The Prime 
India 
New Delhi 


Minister 



Subject* Bringing of the remains of 

Netaji Subaschandra Bose from 
Rengkoji Temple, Tokyo, Japan 
to India. 

All India Freedom Fighters' Organisation 
beleive that the remains of Netaji Subaschandra « 
Bose has been lying at Rengkoji Temple, Tokyo, 
Japan for the last 43 years. 

Whatever controversy was/is over it, 
this organisation has deceided to bring it to 
India during this year. We feel that it is not 
proper to keep it at foreign soil* 

In the light of latest development in 
favour of peace and nuclear non- aggress ion 
superpower agreement and improved Indo— Japanese 
friendly relation, we request the Government of 
India to approve and strengthen our effort to 
bring back the sacred ashes of Netaji Subaschandra 
Bose which will be kept at the Freedom Fighters' 
Cultural Centre at Delhi or any Centre/place 
including Calcutta, Manipur etc. 

L&MAAJMUU& 9 

A-,- „ Yours faithfully aj r 

v ( SHEEL BHADRA YAJEE) 

Working President 
ALL INDIA FREEDOM FIGHTERS' 

organisation 
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